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17 December 2024 
 
Ben Latimer 
Head of Audio Content 
ABC Ultimo Centre 
700 Harris Street 
Ultimo NSW 2007 
Via email: latimer.ben@abc.net.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Latimer 
 
Re: Urgent Appeal to Maintain the ABC Country Hour in Adelaide 
 
I write to express Livestock SA’s concern and disappointment regarding the decision to remove the 
second half of the ABC Country Hour from Adelaide’s 891AM programming and request that you 
urgently reconsider this change.  
 
Livestock SA is the peak industry organisation for South Australia’s red meat and wool producers and 
represents over 5,200 sheep producers and more than 2,700 beef cattle producers across the state. 
South Australia’s $4.3 billion livestock industry is a key economic contributor to the state which 
supports 21,000 South Australian jobs across the red meat and wool industries. Our industries have 
existed since colonisation and underpinned this state through its booms and busts and will be a key 
pillar of its future success. 
 
The ABC Country Hour has been fundamental to connecting metropolitan audiences with the 
challenges and successes of regional industries. For our producers, the program provides essential 
coverage of weather, market trends, and policy updates that directly impact their livelihoods. 
Equally important is the role it plays in informing urban residents about food and fibre production, 
and raising awareness and understanding of the issues faced by South Australia’s agricultural sector. 
In 2022-23, primary industries and agribusiness revenue contributed $18.5 billion to the state1. 
 
Australia is one of the most urbanised countries in the world – a trend that continues to grow. 
Adelaide is recognised as one of the most liveable cities in the world and even though over 83% of 
the state’s population already live in greater Adelaide, we continue to become more urbanised. 
Most people no longer have a natural connection to agriculture or a general understanding of things 
past generations took for granted, such as knowing how their food is produced or the environmental 
stewardship role of farming. 
 

 
1 PIRSA Primary Industries Scorecard 2022-23, 
https://pir.sa.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0004/463990/primary-industries-scorecard-2022-23.pdf  






